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ABSTRACT R
‘A survey of the 1972 and 1973 graduating classes from
Sunnyside High School, Tucson, Arizona was conducted to, secure
information on the effectiveness of vocational training. An
instrument was designed to determine placement in ‘areas related to
« training, addjtional on-the-job training .needed, and academic
satisfaction of nonvocational graduates. 2 39 percent return was
obtained, and results are tabulated and analyzed. Fifty-three percent
of the graduates responding were employed, 37 percent were not i
. * looking -for work, and only 9.6 percent indicated that they were
looking for work. Of those working 67 percent said that they wers not
.working in jobs where they had high school training. On~the~job
training was not needed by 54 percent of those:responding. Where it
was required, the length cf training for over 50 percent was one to
three weeks.  The number. of gradmates in postsecondary education was
48.7 percent. The survey indicated that vocational and academic ;
courses were gemerally satisfactory in meeting the needs of work and ~
, college. Recomaehdations are, given for improving the placeament
" program and increasing the amount of vocational and academic courses.
3 copy of the survey used and selected comments are included.,
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ASUWEYT@FOIIM—UP(I\]GRADUAIESOF
SUNNYSIDE HIGH SC:‘I@L TO DEI'EM\]E VmATIONAL PIA(EMENI‘

A\. } B SUI'MRY

Vocational education must assist graduates in securing job plagefment

I /

~
in their area of training. & needed to secure info

Sunny{\ggh School. The

ement in areas related to training,

fram the last two elasses gradua
J:nstru:rent was designed to determine p
addltlonal on-the-jcb training needed, and academic. satJ.sfacticn of
non-vocational graduates. This study is to be used in conjunction with
the September 1973 vocational questionnaire of the Research Coordination
Unitf. .. | : |
be carpleted quickly. Two mailings were used and a high return of
thuty—nlne percent was secured. The returned cards were tabulated and
the follow:iné' information secured ) .

Fifty-three percent o\f' the gradugtes responding were ‘enployed with
an additional thirty-seven percent not locking for work. Only 9.6%
:Lndlcated that they were looking for work. Sixty-seven percent said that ]
they, were not working in jobs for which they had high school training. e
Graduates who lgad voéatimal training in high school were satisfiedwith
their trmmng. On—the-jcb tralm.ng was not needed by fifty-four percent
of those respanding, Where on-the—Job was required the length of trammg
forove.t’f:.ft:ypercéntwasltoneeks : '

’I'l% nuber of Sunnyside graduates in post—secmda‘xy educat:.on was
48, 7% wl'u.ch is dan mcrease since the last survey. College students nsoted

e ] —— _
3 v

{

“ A SUI'VEY card was d&sngned«uvsipg a business reply card that could-- .- oo o

Jk.
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_that the high school academic courses shoul
pr?are studm}:s for é)\llege.

T The survey indicated that vocational arid acadsinic courses geperally
were satisfactory in meeting the needs of work and college. Few suggesticns

" were made to improve or increase courses. Many graduates commented that

they needed courses which they could have taken while i

There is an appan_:en{: need for placement service j
high school and the state employment service. Too Many graduates are
unable to find jobs in the area for which they were)trained. Career

| Education should expand to assist students in cbtaining classes that will
prepare them for the field in which they are interested. Same additional
information is needed in the c_ollege preparagtibn courses. . Periodic
surveys should be used to up-date the faculty and administrative effarts

)‘Ltward maintaining a current curriculum for the high school.

~ . . i . I
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STUDENT SURVEY APRIL 1974  Year 1972 & 1973 - -

AT THE PRESENT TIME:

. . ‘.

working ~ 144 53%  full time ~ -110 41%

.not employed 52 19% part time 21 7.7%

looking for work 25 9.6%  armed services 14 5%
‘working and attending school 50 18%

'ARE YO WORKING IN A JOB FOR WHICH YOU TOOK COURSES HERE: - ' .
© . yes 70 27% no 175  66%
- ) only occasionally 11 5%
DID YOU TAKE VOCATIONAL COURSES AT SUNNYSIDE: | :
yes : 188 69% " no 72 26.5% -

v

THE COURSES WERE IN:
hamé ec. 32 16% business 110 53% industrial 64 31%

DID YOU RECEIVE QN-THE-~JOB TRAINING SINCE BEGINNING WORK:

yes " 7110 468  no . 128 e
1to3 43 543 7 to" 10 - 9 118
4 to 6 7 92 11 to 15 5 6% .
R Over 16 15 19%
. - . -~ R ’
I AM ATTENDING SCHOOR:
Uof A " 46 35% Beauty 8chool 5 4%
Pima College 50 38% ’ g‘-ﬁer (name) 18 14% )
Trade School 0 0% - 1 Time 74 : e
Business School 13 10% Part Ti:_ne .25 ,

. si'm_;le~ 185 _70% married e 28% divorced & 2% °
WIICH HIGH SCHOOL COURSES ARE MOST VALUABLE 0 YOU NOW:

énglish 104 27% . . business = 96 @
hame ec. 23 6% . industrial - 47, )
Jfinearts 26 7% | ‘. . math& science 82 22% /

[P .
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ASURVEYTOFOI.IG‘JUPQ\IGRADUA’IESOF . . e ‘,"'7

"i SUNNYSIDEPHGiSCI{OOLTODEPERMINEVGZATTa\IALPIACEMENP -

Vo;:ational training in high school should assist 'graduates' in
securing employment in the area of their interest and trammg. Smce
Sunnyside District offers a wide range of vocational oourses, a survey
of recent graduates was devised to help determine the effectiveness
The last two graduatmg classes 1972 and 1973 ~

/ ¥ .p{ s .
were used due to avallabllty of nallmg llsts and récent experlence in .

;»:«‘;! . . \

of these offerings.

entermg the jaob market.
A short concise survey card was used to encourage ‘graduates to.

answer quickly. This was in the form of a business reply card ‘that -

‘y

[ ——— [ S et rrmeene | Aao e s sy e

<

could be cmpleted in less than 10 minutes. In order to .get a sub-

stantial retum of the survey card a returA code was used in order
that a second request could be nalled to graduates who did not answer

the first one. The seccnd mall out elicited a larger return than the
f - |

first request. 688 requests were sent out the first run with a return |

of 108 for 16%. The second mail-out resulted in 163 replies for 26%.
, > > ' 03

A copy of the

The total number of returned cards was 271 for 39%.
‘ \ . .
ered capletely

suryey instrument is attached. The survey card was

AN
om'every retum and additional ccnments were added on

&

¢ nmber (26%)

¢ .- v

significant
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. WORKTNG R UL Sl o
FLLTME ... . 110 4% | o -7
PART TDME DURETI A LY SRR - ’
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l.fortheagegxm:p Nbstofthlsnmrberarefrantheclassofl973

TOGKING FORWORK . . ' 25.9.6% '~ < o o0 @

WORKING / ATTENDING SCHOOL 50 18% | - L

ARMED SERVICES : 14 5% k. -,

The nunber of g’raduates look.mg for work appears to be normal

&68%) Graduates checked more than cne answer for ‘this ‘question as . °

. . . e 3‘ . s
expected i ‘
. . - . . . - . B
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« you toak oe\lrses,here? . . : B

No- ‘ | 175  67%

— e PRI

The second inq‘hir_{zﬁwas:‘ Are youwork:ngm a job ft;rwh.lch

¢ i
YES T 278 |- i

ONLY OCCASICNALLY o1 oSt L

The 'fi es J.ndJ.cate that not enough students are tak.mg courses

that-are helpful to them 'on the- jOb. It is in’this area tha{: Career

t

Vs
Fducation can be effectlve. Through work observatlon, explora{::.cn

and e@era.ence from X-9, it is expected that more students w111 enroll

/ relating to an occupation and?wnl be. able to obta.ms _' . : ‘

emplcyment in an area of thelr J.nterest .. v f'{

4
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(if the graduate dld not anSWer, 1t was assumed that no vocational
carses were taken).

P

‘Ihe'pdur,%és‘were ins/ e ' . =
HOME BOONOMICS s 2 - 15% Vo
" msmmss . 110_\'153% S | |
INUSTRIAL . 64 318 '5.,_4’.'.\
(Vocatlonal courses _may have been taken. in more than one“area). °, /

The percentage in this area seem hlgher than cculd be expected
'I‘he SleOl enrollment in vocatlonal classes for 1973-74"is less than:
lO% (State approved two perlod vocatlonal classes and. co-operatlve
education classes). It is doubtful that thJ.s a.nformatmn is usable .
since such a hlgh nmyaer J.ndlcated they had taken vocatlonal courses.
Two thJ.ngs could haye caused thls result. ‘ /{/arge nurber res-

d.mg to the survey were vocatlonal students, or (2) all busin s,
hcme eomam.e, and mdustrlal classes were 4s1d,ered to .be*:\y‘c,atlmal.

ok ' ‘-/ s

, . <A L . - .
The fourth inquiry was: .Did you réceive on-the—jab training

since beginning work? o . ~\
B 7 . C . .

YES. o S 11 46% ° -
. ] ) & ) 7 -7 N ’

N - s 12§ © 543 - - .

Only 70 of the 110 wh0/sa1d th they received on-the-job tramlng gave
theleng&ofthetrammg) ) . J : “,.
o

('Ihose m the Armed Services 1 ly had lengthy trammg perlods) ‘.

+ B
. .
* > - - - .~
» - P L4 . LY
. » / . I . (.
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.
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" 1'E6.3 Weeks a3 -54%74@4~ /
(I

X ;_,,;413:0. 6 Weeks -
6l

7 £0 10 Wesks 11%/’~
11t015Weeks . o o

'IBe £ fth inquiry was: I am attendmg school' ‘

'OF ARIZONA / 46 35% 34—
./
}nm OOLLEGE . 50 8 ) -

- TRADE-SCHOBL =~ T L

BUSINESS COLLEGE 13 10%.

OTHER  + - 18

. TOTAL ATTENDING COLfEGE 132
, FﬂILTQE smom/p 74
. PART TDE STDERT  ,© 25 .
Caassor197¥ 77
. CLASS OF 1972 55




who have marr:Led are naarly equally d1v1d% between .
of 1972 (38) and 1973 (;36) Five of these respond.mg

Q

as divoroed were fram the class of 1972, . .

for graduation.

. "N o . [N

. The elghth mun.ry was: ' Please list any courses you wish you
(F:Lfty-elght different courses were entered in thls area/with 275
respnses. Graduates expressed many desires in these areais. They

seemed to feel a real need for courses ‘that they had npt taken)

Lo

W&

wsmﬁssmmrm - 109 o F]NEAKI‘S o

®

36 * LANGUAGE /'/

20 . . HOME ECONQMICS
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—~any ‘courses you geel_shoul;ifﬁ ] ,-.,-M,/M L
/i K \ T : . s . T o
‘."‘/:”. ‘ . - ﬂ,‘.\ » ¢ £ - . e ﬂo o o
RUAN "»’ e s
TS N SNSRI %f 'I'hirty—fmxr courses were llsted m thlS area«mtlg 89 re ( , . F
; _}"‘:_“i‘f; :', ,,’”u: N ', o e ‘ . ., “‘"f . . .
‘(.:;f a,,r NVl SN
oo T 'J,!he Only department that d,rew a heavy response‘was the Eng 1sh pepart- . u. v
) ," ment (28{ Students in college felt thab the courses ;.n glisﬁ‘ . O
R ’ v '_- , -' r rd ‘ * . . !
e . \.' /: - ] . B
bl be more difficult and emphasme graltmar and wrltmg. Other - - ’

AT XN w*.'%“,:__&

¢

Y 3 ) - + . T ‘v L

- oonmentg 2 sscattered over the "total hlcj’n school c\arrlc‘.ﬁlmn area. S e 8

<

- “.H * ) . \

= 71 'I't}e tenth inquiry asked for addltlonal conments. Seventy gi'ad- o S
Rt uatesaddednotesmtrus areaonaw1de varletyof Subjects :I‘he . U

v{\' .
c' l" ;

) largest mlmber of comments were cmcerned w1th Eng.llsh and the probléns .

.3t (’)‘ I - .
encp,mtered in oollege Engllsh classes. Thls ig a ;normal reactlon m - '

entermg college’ since nea.rly all f:Lrst-year college students enoounter
LN ] ‘\ § ~ . R ' ,.'Q

sane problem in adjustmg to new study hablts and enmromnent. . . °
. .

v , L3 T' AN ~‘ N ‘Y .

S U VP OV SN

]cmcwsxm' T LT
Ce N \ e e ) . ° s 1

It is appaxent tha: employment needs are being met- by‘&mnysid\e °
vocatimalcams%. Ofthe144mspmdent§‘«#mmd1catedthatthey " . /

< were wor}ung ‘full time or pa.rt time, 70 mdlcated they were usmg these 3

' vecational skills gamed in school with ll addltlonal graduates us;.ng ,
' theSe skillg occasmnally. Graduates dld nst :mdlcate the’ need for + '

addltimal vocatlonal courses. . In llstlng the courses they msh that

N
a®
L

t.hey had taken all vecational courses d‘esued were ootirses “that are ‘o .
., + - 2, -

g . nowbe:.n offered. Courses sted but not o) fered at Sunn si Hl / T

P :, .. 9 - ll N E Y de J AL //

-‘3,], ' " School, were nén-vocatlonal. . .. e el A e
3 ) K ’ v . ] 2 - » . . i
’ R ~1 Courses requ:.red fpr graduatlon have been reduoed to 935 qredlts. . “

A I R A4
1, 7+ since the mnilm.m credits required fbr g:taduatlon is 20 thls allows o

10!5 cédlts in- electlve courseé Students’ are: allcwed to take up A . ~
R ‘ ‘ . . o . a & ! : ’ 7 h . 1&3 .

” . .:‘f.‘ . :’ . . . . . o A : ‘ : S ’ { \_ ) ) :& . ': K 0/,./‘ LM Y

0 PR . : e 11 A T EEAE s . R ' ;

‘e - » 7
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24 credits while enrolled in high school. There were no indicators

' thatgraduat&sdldnob.&avetlmopporttmltytotaketheommesu
needed far vocation preparation. Same respondents expressed the

enroll in more than cne vocational course their senior
.-year(baog oftin‘e),};ytwe.remabletodosoduetg
these cla5$e£ being scheduled the same perlods each day.

Addltlmal post-secxx'xdary an~-the~jab training was not required
] in t.he major‘ity’pf cases? Iess ‘than half of the graduates working

were required tb,take farther training. Almost three-fourths of those

7

needing further training camleted it in ten weeks or less. - Over
| o} —— —“he-half had less thah three wecks of an-the~job training.

1 Fifty~three per cent of the graduates responding are employed,
~ "but and additicnal thirty-seven per cent are not locking for work

mcﬁcatmg that they are full time students, h ars, or have otlie,r
, "”"_‘_«j“”re"iﬁms for"ﬁort %’fking"’"bfale gra&uates workmg, ‘seventy-six per\
' ./ ca'xt have taken vocyatmnal training. . 2‘ . - g e
S - oo

.. Twenty-two per~-cent of the graduatds with vocational tPaining are
pr&sently erployed in ijS for which they reeelvedqtrammg or in re-
. lal:al flelds ThJ.s reflects a real need for@lacenent assistance fran,
. gchool and state etployn'ent ‘services. ' i ' '
| - Arev;ewofacademccmrsesseetstobemdlcatedsmcemanycollege
stl.ﬁentsswgatedtlmthsesbestrengﬂuened Therelsan&dtohave

accsg to sx?';reys of other hlgh school graduates and college :mstructors

hadagreatanumtofchmcemselectmgcw:cs&andteachers ‘it is
difficm.t to determine if md:.v:.duals selected courses that were designed

topu:eparetlmforcollegeorselectedcwrsesforotherreasms, i. e.
fnends teadxers period offe.red, etc. °

<
.

to verify these caments. Since students in these two graduating ”i':lasses

* -
> o
. <, . - A
“ [ g .
~ . . - :




a

(1) Acadamc courses should be rev1ewed to be certam that college
bound ):uéen’fé receive adequate preparatian.. Surveys from other schools ‘
should be cx:rp\ared to Surmyside's survey. Interviews should be arranged
w1th college teachers of flrst-year studen determine if the reporl:ed
difficulties are uru.versal
) (2) ° The placement I;rogram for graduates should J'Jtpccwed, An
effart should be made to help place every graduate wib asks for llelp. -
Contacts should be mamta,g.ned in Industrial areas to assist vocaticnal
graduatestoenterthe fleldmvmmtheyhavebeentralned

(3) Career E’ducatlon should be extended to all dlstrlct schools as

socn as feas.lble. Efforté need to be conéentrated on grades 4-9 to widen

o pa

exposure so that”courses could be chosen more wisely upon hlgh school

5
- AN |

entry.

A E () .,:__’ Stydents in vocational courses should have opportml@s towork |

R U B

i in industrial plants for short pe.nods of t:une " The need for practlczI - \m:
. hands—cn experlence ‘over-rides the need Yor wages. ' .
N r (5) Vocat.mnal adv:.sory ocmm.ttees should review vocational courses
.o ccntenta'xa regu]:ar ba51§ ’ ’ o s ‘
(6)’ ﬁlegzaduatesmeyshouldberepeatedeverytlmeeyears Asv" : ‘
somn as feasible, asurveyshwldbemdemgraduatesmthe:rfmrth ﬂ:’ .
yearaftergraduatlm. | . ‘ ‘\\ ~

. -
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¥ "There should be special elective classes for seniors or juniors .
£ toletthangetaviavofwhatwiklbeexpectedofthanwhentheyfinally -
' dn't have school to lean en. From various points of view." .

"meMathamiScience-Iuseistheeverydaytypeneededtokeepthe
.. -budget and balance of a checkbook #nd a budget. :

o T L "More career counseling should be available. Help given to samecne
‘)".\ ~. to'decide on at least a tentative major. More college prep."

o T "I wish we could have learned more about buying houses, deeds, joint

W, T » 7 temancy, taking title of things, etc. I am in the title-business, and

#5-. . Work at lawyers Title and I found it was rough learning it. The classes - _ '
& % " Idid take did help and I'm pleased.with what I learned. S

- e
L
g
H e -
v . L
: WVl —
v 5 . . —
ke L - — .
w). o - BUSINESS . -
. o R ———— -
oI —

R s "My OOE training helped me. immediately in the’type of ‘work I am now

g i:. daing." e ,

:" K . /// - - ..
gl "The COOP courses are the best thing in the warld to help a perbon
S+ Yearn about the World Gf wark and the people in it." NG

. 5

p 19 ~is a great course. I recommend it most

highly to students." . \ ?

;\\_ "You need mére career courses other than business because I myself
E would riot, like to work in an office." - ' : :
‘ a ' T

j‘ . j
"I was unprepared. to attend the University of Arizona in the field ' :

that I had chosen. Grammar: and foriegn language should be mandatory."
» * _"More camprehensive reading shoplgi\‘be appliéd." 4 -

--'IfeelEng]ishcl_assesshouIdbestresse‘dmretﬁantheywerevﬁm o
I'tod:ﬂxgn,forlhavefanﬁnomlgeinwhatl_hadleained." : P

- "Even with advanced courses mmqhsh the amount is not enoug};
~ Bickground for college English." ‘

[
Y

i

BTy 4 0 T TR TR I e e = ¢

"bbr; farmal English classes to help w1th reports;and term papers, -
and English usage." oL C S

L

. * : - LR
N\ ' ' -
' ‘L .

56
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S van ﬂlg]jshxhss in gram\ar and sentence structure

: of my Yife "

ymhavemﬁschool"

'.camselorsmhelptlmm

; you might help them mare if you
gavethest%tsnmesaym%at is ‘happening.

" course in music apprec:.at.lon The lang hour subject course should be-
- in classes where you're having difficulty." .

% TuB) of the
- intérested. If I could anly be a senior again.

- ™~

"Stu.ients Planning to attend the Unlver51ty of Arrzma should take

ics—-make it mare mterestlng, make it like a real gara‘
oan campetition work." e

t industrial classes are good, but you need more an~the-
I didn't get)., Fine Arts is OK, but not £

-"Industrial courses shouldbeconnecbed to Tocal J_ndustry
alrcraft, or: rand'ung, etc.)."

-

"mereshouldbeaooursenadetoteaeﬁtheuseofmnydl
tools and also teach such things as J.ndustrlal electrorucs, p1pe flttm/g,

plurbing, hydraulics, etc." g -~
"One should be able to take two, vocational courses at the same tima.M

X .
o o , ?k/

;| i S found all courses satlsfactory, but I should have tried harder T
"Is really hked school at Surmysme

Itwachurofthebestyears v

e - R A
B el ~_¢ ~—-—« e e - - —

"6, i!bJ school is a great school. I never had any dlfflculty -
with it.: is the best sdhoo

1 in the world."
"I dqi;&: feel any should be changed, students need to be
glnded to"'a’l{ ydl::e to offer."
w
"to hear that

S yside is trymg to fill the sEt:dents <
s future requirements;

1)10

"liztxsi.rlca:fz/L

lems1sthemlyoneiouneedmh:;sto:y The rest

\ a

Spam.shshbuldbereqm.redofSpamshkldé There should be a

© 7 "I'think the students shouldbenadeawareéfallthethmgsthe

<
S~

shouldbefun notjustwark Keepallstudents

Iwoulddoalltheﬁungs

I did, different. I would help the teacher, instead of fighting them.
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;1. "Counselors should emphasize the need for a stu:lent to take courses
, ina w:t.de }ﬁeld as possible—]ess spec:.allzatmn."

>

...... PR -.,.L_._..-.‘_ - §‘ S -,

-

S . ;- "Students shou]d be more faJ.rly recognized w1th grading or ranking
o T of classes not simply number grades.," -
SN O ? - P
45 " "High school codrses should relate more to ﬂxe’@ents’ﬁﬂ:ure needs
» 'gfsuch as job training and preparation for college; during the last two -
,\.-~ JYears of educatlm. The last two years of my high school education were
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5‘:1-

PRt IRl - N ) ‘ v
. Y A ;‘:5- ‘ . s \.‘\ Y
: R < MRy that I'm out of Sunnyside and am going to the Un ity of
- :_Arizema, Iw1shtheclassesat3urmysn.dewereharder b almost -
K M

stra:.gl“t 1.5 at Sunnyside and now having trouble because the classes at ; '
- '_‘_Smmyudewe.resoeasyldldnthavetostudy" :

. . . . »
. .
P ..’9‘

752 mTrs hara to change’ courses because most hJ.gh school students don' t
knOWWhat they need or-want untJ.l they are%uf/of school,".

luxx

,..

. aI w:.sh I had taken school more se.rlously, and I wish the importance

of tourses would have been emphasized more. Education is one of the best
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